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ABSTRACT: Water scarcity and inefficient irrigation practices are significant challenges in modern agriculture, 

necessitating the development of smart, automated solutions to optimize water use. This project introduces an 

automated irrigation system using the Arduino Uno microcontroller, designed to monitor and manage irrigation 

efficiently based on real-time environmental and soil conditions. The system incorporates a soil moisture sensor to 

measure soil water content, a DHT11 sensor to monitor temperature and humidity, and a relay- controlled water pump 

to automate water distribution. A 16x2 LCD display provides users with real-time feedback on system operations, 

including soil moisture levels and environmental conditions. The Arduino Uno acts as the core controller, processing 

data from the sensors and activating the water pump when soil moisture falls below a predefined threshold. This 

automation reduces water wastage, minimizes manual intervention, and ensures optimal soil conditions for plant 

growth. The system is cost-effective, energy- efficient, and easy to implement, making it suitable for home gardens, 

small-scale farms, and urban agriculture. This project demonstrates how accessible technology can address critical 

agricultural challenges, supporting water conservation, sustainable farming practices, and improved crop yields. Future 

enhancements could include IoT connectivity for remote monitoring and control, further expanding the system's 

functionality and scalability. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Agriculture plays a pivotal role in the global economy and food production, but it is increasingly threatened by water 

scarcity, climate change, and inefficient resource utilization. Traditional irrigation systems are often manual and 

operate on fixed schedules, regardless of soil conditions, leading to overwatering or underwatering. These inefficiencies 

contribute to water waste, increased labour, and reduced agricultural productivity. 

 

With the advent of embedded systems and the Internet of Things (IoT), agriculture is gradually transitioning towards 

smarter, automated solutions. Automation not only reduces human involvement but also enhances precision in farming 

operations. Microcontrollers such as the Arduino Uno offer a low-cost, programmable platform that can integrate with 

various sensors and actuators to monitor and manage irrigation activities. 

 

This paper introduces a smart irrigation system utilizing Arduino Uno and a GSM module, which automates irrigation 

based on real-time soil moisture, temperature, and humidity data. The system includes a relay-driven water pump, a 

16x2 LCD for status display, and soil/environmental sensors. Although the current implementation doesn't feature 

GSM functionality, it remains an integral part of future enhancement plans for remote alerting and control. The system 

is scalable, affordable, and energy-efficient, making it highly suitable for small-scale farms, urban gardens, and 

sustainable agricultural initiatives 
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Fig.1.1.Block Diagram of System Design 

                                                     

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

The growing need for sustainable agricultural practices has led to the development of automated irrigation systems that 

leverage technology to optimize water usage. This review explores existing research and advancements related to 

irrigation systems utilizing Arduino microcontrollers, sensors, and automation technologies. 

 

Sr. 

No. 

Author(s) Title of Project Year Methodology Result 

1 R. Shubham, A. 

Agrawal 

IoT and GSM 

Based Smart 

Irrigation System 

2020 Soil sensor + 

Arduino + 

GSM module 

Enabled remote 

irrigation with 

auto/manual 

modes 

2 M. R. Shaik, S. D. 

Shinde 

GSM-Based 

Automated 

Irrigation 

Monitoring and 

Controlling 

System 

2021 Soil moisture 

sensor + GSM 

+ 

microcontroller 

Automated 

irrigation with 

SMS alerts 

3 S. N. Pujari, P. R. 

Jadhav 

Smart GSM 

Based Irrigation 

System 

2022 GSM module 

+ Relay + 

Embedded C 

Reduced water 

usage with 

SMS-based 

remote control 

4 A. Jadhav, T. Patil Real-Time Smart 

Irrigation Using 

GSM Technology 

2019 GSM-based 

feedback loop 

+ 

microcontroller 

Enhanced 

precision and 

reduced water 

waste 

 

III. DISCUSSION ON REVIEWED LITERATURE 

 

1. R. Shubham, A. Agrawal (2020) 

This study implemented an IoT and GSM-based system that allowed users to switch between auto and manual 

irrigation modes. Sensors gathered data, and users received SMS alerts. While effective, the system required internet 

access for full functionality. Our system overcomes this by relying entirely on GSM, ensuring usability in remote areas. 
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2. M. R. Shaik, S. D. Shinde (2021) 

Their model focused on automatically triggering irrigation when the soil moisture fell below a threshold, using GSM 

for updates. It showed good results in minimizing manual effort and conserving water. However, the design lacked 

scalability and was limited to basic control. The proposed system aims for better modularity and broader scalability. 

 

3. S. N. Pujari, P. R. Jadhav (2022) 

They built a cost-effective GSM-based irrigation system that reduced water usage and eliminated manual switching. 

The project stood out for its use of simple components and practical implementation in farms. Our project incorporates 

similar components but adds more safety features like dry-run protection and customizable threshold alerts. 

 

4. A. Jadhav, T. Patil (2019) 

This project used a GSM feedback mechanism with microcontrollers to monitor and control irrigation in real time. It 

proved to be an efficient solution but lacked cloud data storage or logging. Our system adds optional SD card or remote 

data logging features to enhance analysis and traceability. 

 

IV. PROPOSED METHODOLOGY 

 

1. Sensing Layer 

This layer includes the input devices responsible for gathering environmental data: 

 

1.1 Soil Moisture Sensor: 

Continuously measures the volumetric water content in the soil. It provides analog or digital signals based on moisture 

level. When the moisture falls below a pre-set threshold, it triggers the irrigation process. 

1.2 DHT11 Sensor: 

Captures ambient temperature and humidity. This data, although not used directly in irrigation decisions in the current 

implementation, is displayed on the LCD and can influence irrigation logic in future upgrades. 

 

These sensors form the foundation for real-time monitoring and ensure that water is only supplied when necessary. 

 

2. Processing Layer 

The core of the system is an Arduino Uno microcontroller (ATmega328), which serves as the brain of the entire 

operation. It performs the following tasks: 

 

2.1   Reads data from soil and temperature/humidity sensors. 

2.2   Compares soil moisture level with a defined threshold. 

2.3   Makes a decision whether to activate or deactivate the irrigation pump. 

2.4   Sends real-time sensor values to the display unit. 

2.5   (Future capability) Sends a signal to the GSM module for remote alerts. 

The microcontroller is programmed using Arduino IDE, which supports C/C++-like syntax and is ideal for real-time 

embedded control applications. 

 

3. Actuation Layer 

This layer carries out the physical task of watering: 

 

3.1   Relay Module: Acts as a switch controlled by the Arduino. It connects or disconnects power to the water pump 

based on commands received from the processing unit. 

3.2   Water Pump: A standard 12V or 220V AC/DC pump that irrigates the field or plants when activated. The pump is 

connected to the common (COM) and normally open (NO) contacts of the relay. 

 

The relay ensures safe isolation between the low-voltage microcontroller and high-power irrigation equipment. 

 

4. Display and Feedback Layer 

4.1  LCD 16x2 Module: Displays current sensor readings (soil moisture, temperature, humidity) and pump status 

(ON/OFF). This helps the user monitor the system locally and verify correct operation. 
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4.2 User Interaction (Optional): A push-button reset or override switch can be added to allow manual control of the 

system. 

 

5. Communication Layer (Optional / Future Scope) 

Although not implemented in the current version, the system is designed for expansion to support a GSM Module 

(e.g., SIM800L or SIM900) for sending SMS alerts or receiving remote commands. This enables the user to monitor 

and control the system from a remote location via mobile networks. Example use cases include: 

 

5.1   Receiving alerts when soil moisture is critically low or high. 

5.2   Sending SMS commands to force-start or stop irrigation remotely. 

 

This layer greatly enhances scalability and aligns with the vision of IoT-enabled smart farming. 

 

6. Power Supply and Regulation 

6.1    LM2596 Buck Converter: Used to regulate the voltage to 5V DC from a higher-voltage battery or adapter input 

(e.g., 12V). This ensures that the Arduino and sensors receive a stable and safe power supply. 

6.2 In the case of field deployment, the system may be powered by a rechargeable battery or small solar panel system 

for energy efficiency and autonomy. 

 

7. Workflow Overview 

7.1   Sensors collect real-time soil moisture, temperature, and humidity data. 

7.2   Arduino processes the data and decides whether to activate the pump. 

7.3   If moisture < threshold → Relay is activated → Pump irrigates the soil. 
7.4   LCD displays all live readings and system status. 

7.5   (Optional) GSM sends SMS to the user with current readings or status updates. 

 

V. RESEARCH WORK 

 

The research focuses on the development of a smart, automated irrigation system using Arduino Uno and basic sensors 

to optimize water usage in agriculture. It investigates the feasibility of using soil moisture and environmental data for 

precise irrigation control. The study also explores integration possibilities with GSM technology for remote monitoring, 

highlighting the benefits of automation in reducing manual labor, conserving water, and improving crop yield. 

Literature was surveyed from sources like IEEE Xplore, SpringerLink, and agricultural case studies to identify effective 

sensor-control models and cost-efficient implementation strategies. 

 

Functional Requirement 

1. Sensor Monitoring 

• 1.1: The system shall monitor soil moisture levels using a soil moisture sensor. 

• 1.2: The system shall measure ambient temperature and humidity using a DHT11 sensor. 

• 1.3: The sensor readings shall be updated in real-time (within 1-second intervals) to ensure responsive control. 

 

2.   Irrigation Control 

• 2.1: The system shall activate the water pump automatically when the soil moisture level falls below a predefined 

threshold. 

• 2.2: The water pump shall be controlled using a relay module to ensure safe switching. 

• 2.3: The pump shall remain ON until the moisture level reaches the acceptable threshold again. 

 

3.   Display and Feedback 

3.1: The system shall display soil moisture, temperature, and humidity values on a 16x2 LCD screen. 

• 3.2: The display shall also indicate pump status (e.g., “PUMP ON” or “PUMP OFF”). 

• 3.3: All displayed values shall refresh every 1–2 seconds for real-time feedback. 

 

4.   Manual and Automatic Operation 

• 4.1: The system shall operate autonomously without user intervention under normal conditions. 
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• 4.2: A manual override switch may be included to reset or disable the system in case of abnormal operation. 

 

5.    Power Management 

• 5.1: The system shall operate on a stable 5V DC supply, regulated using an LM2596 buck converter. 

• 5.2: The system shall consume less than 100 mA during idle states, ensuring energy efficiency. 

• 5.3: A battery backup or solar panel input may be considered in future versions to improve deployment in remote 

areas. 

 

6.   Communication (Planned / Optional) 

• 6.1 (Future Scope): The system shall be capable of sending SMS alerts to the user via a GSM module in future 

upgrades. 

• 6.2 (Future Scope): The GSM module shall notify users when: 

o Soil is too dry. 

o Irrigation is initiated or completed. 

o Sensor readings cross critical limits. 

 

VI. COMPONENTS DESCRIPTION 

 

1. Arduino Uno (ATmega328P Microcontroller): 

 

 
 

Fig 1.2 Microcontroller AT Mega 328 

 

The Arduino Uno acts as the brain of the system. It is an open-source microcontroller board based on the ATmega328P. 

It reads data from sensors and makes real-time decisions to control irrigation. 

 

• Operating Voltage: 5V 

• Digital I/O Pins: 14 (6 can be used as PWM outputs) 

• Analog Input Pins: 6 

• Clock Speed: 16 MHz 

• Programming Interface: USB 

• Function: Processes sensor data, executes control logic, controls the relay and pump 
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The Arduino is ideal for embedded systems projects due to its simplicity and compatibility with a wide range of sensors 

and modules. 

 

2. LM2596 Buck Converter (Voltage Regulator): 

 

 
 

Fig 1.3 Regulator (LM2596) 

 

This component steps down a higher voltage (like 12V from a battery) to a stable 5V for Arduino and other 

components. 

 

• Input Voltage: 4.5V to 40V DC 

• Output Voltage: Adjustable from 1.25V to 35V 

• Max Output Current: 2–3A 

• Efficiency: Up to 92% 

• Function: Protects sensitive components by providing a constant 5V output 

 

It ensures the system is energy-efficient and protected from voltage fluctuations. 

 

3. LCD Display (16x2) 

 

 

Fig.1.4 LCD 16*2 

 

The LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) module provides user-friendly interaction by displaying system parameters. 
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• Display Capacity: 2 lines of 16 characters each 

• Interface: Parallel, using RS, RW, and Enable pins 

• Backlight: Adjustable brightness 

• Function: Shows real-time values of soil moisture, temperature, humidity, and pump status 

It improves usability and allows local monitoring without needing a PC or mobile app. 

 

4. DHT11 Temperature and Humidity Sensor: 

 

Fig.1.5 DHT11 

 

The DHT11 sensor measures environmental conditions like temperature and humidity to give a broader context to soil 

readings. 

 

• Operating Voltage: 3.3V to 5V 

• Temperature Range: 0°C to 50°C (±2°C accuracy) 

• Humidity Range: 20% to 90% RH (±5% accuracy) 

• Output: Digital single-wire data signal 

• Function: Provides real-time environmental data; useful for future adaptive irrigation logic 

 

The sensor ensures that the system can adapt better to varying climatic conditions. 

 

5. Relay Module: 

 
 

Fig.1.6.Relay 

 

The relay acts as a switch to control the high-voltage water pump based on low-voltage signals from the Arduino. 

 

• Operating Voltage: 5V 

• Contacts: COM (Common), NO (Normally Open), NC (Normally Closed) 

• Load Rating: 10A at 250V AC / 10A at 30V DC 

• Function: Turns the water pump ON or OFF based on soil moisture readings 
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It ensures electrical isolation and safety between the low-power microcontroller and high-power pump. 

 

VII. RESULT 

 

After successful design, coding, and assembly of the irrigation system using GSM, the following key results were 

observed during testing: 

 

• Automated Irrigation: The system accurately activated the water pump when the soil moisture level dropped 

below the set threshold. Once adequate moisture was detected, the pump automatically turned off. 

• Environmental Monitoring: The DHT11 sensor correctly displayed temperature and humidity readings, which 

were updated in real-time on the LCD screen. 

• Real-Time Display: The 16x2 LCD displayed key data like: 

o Soil Moisture (%) 

o Temperature (°C) 

o Humidity (%) 

o Pump Status (ON/OFF) 

• Manual Control Tested (Relay): The relay responded correctly to Arduino signals, confirming reliable operation 

in controlling AC devices like the water pump. 

• Power Efficiency: Using regulated DC power supply via LM2596, the system operated efficiently without voltage 

fluctuations or overheating. 

• (Optional) GSM Test: In simulations and extended versions, GSM modules successfully sent SMS alerts (e.g., 

“Pump ON due to low moisture”). Full integration was considered for future work. 
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Fig1.7. Results on Thing Speak Cloud 

 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

 

The project “Irrigation System Using GSM” successfully demonstrates the development of an automated, cost-

effective, and efficient irrigation solution that addresses key challenges in modern agriculture such as water wastage, 

labor dependency, and inconsistent watering. By integrating the Arduino Uno microcontroller with soil moisture 

sensors, DHT11 environmental sensors, and a relay-controlled water pump, the system effectively monitors real-time 

environmental conditions and automates the irrigation process based on soil moisture levels. 

 

The inclusion of a 16x2 LCD display enhances system usability by providing continuous feedback to the user. The 

design is modular, scalable, and easy to maintain, making it suitable for applications ranging from home gardens to 

small-scale farms. Although GSM functionality was not fully implemented in the current phase, its future integration 

promises remote monitoring and control, thereby increasing system utility and reach—especially in remote or rural 

areas lacking internet access. 

 

Overall, this project contributes to the promotion of smart agriculture practices, supports sustainable water use, and 

encourages the adoption of embedded systems for real-world agricultural applications. With further enhancements such 

as solar powering, IoT connectivity, or mobile app integration, the system holds strong potential for widespread 

implementation in both developing and developed agricultural sectors. 
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